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1
MATERIAL USED BY HOTBED

The material currently held in the archive of the RSAMD will form the bulk of the items stored digitally on the HOTBED database. It will however, be supplemented by other archive material donated by individuals or institutions, by material specifically recorded for HOTBED and by other recorded material for which permission will be given by the copyright holders.

2
ARCHIVE RECORDINGS FROM THE SCHOOL OF SCOTTISH STUDIES

When the BA (Scottish Music) was set up permission was granted for the RSAMD to keep cassette copies of selected items from the archives of the School of Scottish Studies.  This material was selected by Jo Miller, who was Course Co-ordinator at that time.  RSAMD currently holds 216 cassette tapes and 7 videos from the School of Scottish Studies Sound Archive. This material was recorded, mostly in the field, during the 1950s, 60s, 70s and 80s. 

A list of tapes held, arranged by year of collection and tape number appears in appendix 1.  More information about individual recorded items can at present be found on the RSAMD  library catalogue, searching under the performer’s name. 

3
SUBJECT MATTER
Most of the material falls into 4 main categories:

Pipes

Fiddle

Gaelic

Scots Songs and Ballads.

There is also a small amount of material on each of the following:



Accordion



Diddling



Mixed items recorded at ceilidhs



Material recorded on Shetland (and not included in the fiddle section)



Material recorded from Travellers (and not included in other sections)

3.1 PIPES

A lot of the piping material is related to pibroch and canntaireachd, although lighter music is also represented.  Informants  (listed chronologically by date of first recording) include:



PM William MacLean, Kilcreggan



Donald MacPherson, Glasgow



Calum Johnston, Barra



Hugh Archibald Fraser, Melbourne, Australia



Mr R Fairweather, Melbourne, Australia



Calum Beaton, South Uist



Willie Morrison, South Uist

Calum MacLean, Tiree

Hugh MacDonald, Tiree

John MacCaskill, Glenelg

Captain J A MacLellan

George Moss

Donald MacLeod, Glasgow

PM R B Nicol, Ballater

John MacDonald, Inverness

Angus MacPherson, Invershin

Miss Bessie Brown (sister of PM Bob Brown)

PM John Stewart

PM Donald Morrison

D R MacLennan, North Berwick

Iain MacInnes (bellows blown small pipes)

Competitors at the Lowland and Border Pipers Society competition:

Mike Ward    

David Taylor

Hamish Moore

Gordon Mooney

Andy Hunter

Jeannie Campbell

David Stevenson

Paul Roberts

David Hannay

David Robertson

Andrew Sharp

PM George Lewin, Mull

PS Calum Lewin, Mull

John Agnew, London

James MacDonald Reid

John Goodacre, England

Julian Goodacre

William M MacDonald, Inverness

There is also a tape made in 1951 which has material by PM William Ross, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, the King’s Own Scottish Borderers, the Seaforth Highlanders and the Gordon Highlanders.

3.2 FIDDLE

This section includes material recorded on Shetland, including informants 

Bruce Laurenson, Bressay

Tom Anderson

Peter Scollay, Yell

R D Anderson, Baltasound

Willie Hunter, senior, Lerwick

Willie Hunter, junior, Lerwick

Peter Fraser, Walls

Jimmy Scollay, Yell

R & J Jamieson

John Stickle, Unst

John Fraser, Papa Stour

Willie Johnson (guitar)

Henry Thomson

Aly Bain

Cullivoe (fiddle band)

North East fiddlers and informants include:


Bill Hardie, Aberdeen


J Murdoch Henderson, Aberdeen


Mrs Ethel Kay (niece of J Scott Skinner)


Hector MacAndrew, Aberdeen


J F Dickie, New Deer


Albert Stewart, Traveller recorded in Aberdeen

Informants from the Highlands and West Coast areas include:

Angus Grant, Lochaber

Informants from the Borders area include:


Bob Hopkirk, Hawick


Lindsay Scott, Hawick

Informants from Dumfries and Galloway include:


Robbie Murray, Dalry


Davy Jardine, Dalry


Jo Miller, Dalry

3.3
GAELIC
Most of the material is songs, and some of it is also relevant to piping.

Informants, who are at times accompanied by a chorus, include (listed chronologically by date of first recording):


Alasdair Boyd, South Uist/Oban


Mrs Nan MacLeod, Leurbost


Mrs Kate MacLeod


Donald Joseph MacKinnon, Barra/South Uist


Miss Nan MacKinnon, Vatersay


Mrs Peggy MacNeil, Barra


Mrs Mary MacNeil, Barra


Miss Mary Morrison, Barra


Annie Johnston ,Barra


Miss Mary Gillies, Barra


Calum I MacLean, Raasay/Edinburgh


Miss Jessie MacKenzie, Point, Lewis


Peter Stewart, Lewis (Barvas?)


William Matheson, North  Uist/Edinburgh


Nan and Kate Buchanan, Barra


Jane MacDonald, Barra


Neil MacDonald, Barra


Miss Isabel MacLellan, Peninerine, South Uist


Donald Allan MacQueen & Miss Kate Nicholson, Iochdar, South Uist


Margaret Lamont, South Uist


Mrs Kate MacDonald, Garryheile, South Uist


Miss Penny Morrison, Iochdar, South Uist


Miss Kate MacMillan, Iochdar, South Uist


Miss Penny MacLellan, Haclete, South Uist

Miss Kate MacMillan, Torlum, South Uist

Angus Campbell, Frobost, South Uist

Catriona Campbell, Iochdar, South Uist

Alasdair MacDonald, Iochdar, South Uist

Miss Florence Hollister, Iochdar, South Uist

Calum Nicolson (Calum Ruadh), Camustionavaig, Skye

Archie MacKinnon, Barra

Patrician Buchanan, Barra

Morag MacAulay, Barra

Flora Boyd, Barra

Donald John MacKinnon, Barra

Annie MacNeil, Barra

Donald MacDonald & Christine Shaw, Burnbrae, Tarbert, Harris

Christine Shaw & Peggy Morrison, Harris

3.4 SCOTS SONGS & BALLADS
Informants in the following section include (listed chronologically by date of first recording):


Jimmy Miller (Ewan MacColl)


Children at Norton Park School, Edinburgh


Hamish Henderson


John Strachan, Fyvie


Jimmy MacBeath, Portsoy


James Bowie (Blin’ Jimmy), Elgin Poorhouse


John (Jock) Riach, Elgin


John Adams, Aberdeen


Gordon Adams (son of John Adams)


Jack Adams & Alec Kerr


Jeannie Robertson, Aberdeen


Isaac Higgins, Aberdeen


George Whyte (Dodie), born in Fogieloan


Sheila Stewart, Blairgowrie


Belle Stewart, Blairgowrie


Lucy Stewart, Fetterangus


Ned Stewart, Fetterangus


Glasgow Song Guild


Josh MacRae


Jack O’Connor


Jean Redpath


Alec MacShannon, Campbeltown


Jock MacShannon, Campbeltown


Willie Mitchell, Campbeltown

Donald Higgins, Aberdeen

William Whyte, Aberdeen

Leslie Haworth, Kelsall

Davy Stewart, St Andrews

Dick Gaughan, Edinburgh

Jock Ritchie, Inverkeithing

Maureen Chalmers, Kirkcaldy

Elsa Stevens

Duncan MacLennan

Douglas Picket

Walter Allan

Donald Davidson

Eileen  Brown

Mark Inghanm

George Elder, Peebles

Pete McNab

John Young, Perth

Cy Laurie, Wishaw

Vic Smith, Brighton

Charlie Murray, Forfar

Jim Craig, Dundee

Tom Dryden, Monifieth

Willie Scott, Hawick

Cameron Turriff, Fetterangus

Brian Miller, Glasgow

Jim Hutchison, Kirkcaldy

Adam Williamson, Dundee

Angus Russell, Kilwinning

Davie Glen, Tealing

Arthur Watson, Aberdeen

David Anderson, Grangemouth

Sheila Douglas, Scone

Mrs Annie Bell, Blair

Caroline Carberry, Glasgow

Daisy Chapman, Aberdeen

Jimmy Hutchison, Fife

Jimmy Greenan & Biff Bailey, Edinburgh

The Garvies, Edinburgh

Mona Stewart (& band), Galloway

Isla St Clair, Aberdeen

Cathy Stewart (Mrs Higgins)

Norman Stewart, Lewis/Tain

Charlie Murray, Forfar

The Clutha, Glasgow

Kevin Mitchell, Ireland/Glasgow

Angus Russell, 

Eilish Moore

Alison Kinnaird, Edinburgh

Mrs Johninna J Leith, Harray/Stenness

John Goar, Sanday/Toab

John G Halcroy, South Ronaldsay

Archie Fisher

Alec Harley, Cupar

Jane Turriff, Fetterangus

Stanley Robertson, Aberdeen

David Clement,



Betsy Whyte


Duncan Williamson


Linda Headlee, USA/Edinburgh

Jo Miller, Manda Miller, Carolyn Blyth, & Sally Lockerbie, Dalry

Andy McClymont, Galloway

Kim Redpath, Hamilton

Bryce Whyte, Montrose

Elizabeth Stewart, Fetterangus

3.5 ACCORDION

There is a small amount of material by the following informants:


Neil MacDonald, Barra


John MacIsaac, An Rudha, Tigharry


Iain MacLachlan, Gregorry, Benbecula


Tommy Kettles Trio, Falkirk


Bill Torrance


Monika Klein-Travnicek, Trossingen, Germany


Tommy Edgar, Dalry


Peter Campbell (concertina)

3.6 DIDDLING
While diddling and canntaireachd also come into the other subject areas the following tapes are specifically about the subject:

SA/1977/163
Tommie Stewart (Traveller, then living in Banchory)

SA/1977/5
Duncan Williamson (Traveller, recorded in Fife)

SA/1977/3
Stanley Robertson (Traveller, then living in Aberdeen)

SA/1977/2
Willie Fraser, Aberlour

3.7 CEILIDHS

Much of the material recorded at ceilidhs is included by informant’s name in the individual sections.

There is also material by:

Bobby MacLeod

Ian Powrie

Jim Johnston

Bill Torrance

Capercaillie

Mull Gaelic Choir

Paul Anderson

Alan Bruford

Alasdair Fraser

Pat Shuldham-Shaw

Ossian

Dolina MacLennan

Bob Groat & Jim Foubister (fiddle and accordion from Orkney)

3.8 SHETLAND
As well as the informants listed under the fiddle section the archive holds the following material:

Gary Peterson, Ronald Jamieson, Ian MacPhail & Victor Jamieson (banjo, fiddle,a ccordion, bass guitar)

Various squads, including the Jarl’s Squad and Up Helly Aa guisers

3.9 TRAVELLERS
Material recorded by travellers is included in many of the individual sections. The material on the tapes noted below are stories, anecdotes or information about Traveller lifestyles.

SA/1976/218
Duncan Williamson

SA/1972/233
Belle Stewart

SA/1977/157
Belle Stewart

SA/1977/161
Belle Stewart


SA/1977/234
Belle Stewart

SA/1980/57
Stanley Robertson

4 AREAS NOT CURRENTLY REPRESENTED BY THE ARCHIVE MATERIAL

It can be seen from the lists of informants in section 3 that fiddle, pipes, Gaelic and Scots song are well represented, and that there is also a small amount of material relating to accordion and diddling. One of the main lacks in the archive is any harp material, due to the fact that the harp or clarsach is very much a revived tradition, particularly in the latter half of the twentieth century. Many of the harp players have made commercial recordings, and a smaller number have published their arrangements and compositions. It is important to start experimenting with how HOTBED could redress this lack. Having successfully videoed Ann Heymann on her visit to RSAMD in January 2002, it would be worthwhile making harp a pilot project within HOTBED looking at the use of video material, and possibly incorporating some commercially recorded items if copyright issues could be worked out.

There is also very little, if any, material containing percussion, with the exception of one tape which contains several military pipe bands.  It would be worthwhile having further discussions with the percussion tutors regarding ways in which HOTBED could be used in their discipline.

5 SUMMARY

The bulk of the material in the archive was recorded by fieldworkers from the School of Scottish Studies in the 1950s-1980s.  Copies in the RSAMD sound archive are cassette tapes taken from the original reel-to-reel recordings. Current access is awkward, as it is difficult and frustrating to search the catalogue and then locate the desired item on the tape. This is, of course, one of the main problems which HOTBED will solve. Several areas of the BA (Scottish Music) compass of study are well represented by the archive material, namely pipes, fiddle, Gaelic and Scots song, with accordion being represented to a much lesser extent. Harp and percussion are not currently covered at all. However, as HOTBED is supplementing the School of Scottish Studies material with other material, some of it specifically recorded for the HOTBED system, there is the possibility of redressing this lack.

Appendix 1

LIST OF TAPES FROM THE SCHOOL OF SCOTTISH STUDIES

HELD IN THE  RSAMD

YEAR
NUMBER

1951
23  24  25

1952
27  29  30  157  158  159

1953
4  5  6  11  12  55  56  60  61  240  242  247

1954
10-11  12-13  14-15  16-17  18-19   20  154

1955
2  68

1956
23  90-93  94-95  102-105  106

1957
95

1958
63  91  115-116  148-149  150-153

1959
6  7  8  9  74  75  76  77  78  79  80  81  82  83  84  85  86  105  118

1960
139  143  203  205

1962
62  71  72  73  74  75

1964
36  78  79  80  81

1965
99  151  167

1966
17  34

1967
68

1968
1

1969
115

1970
6  7  9  76  88  89  90  91  92  116-117  118  122  133  143-144  146  150  153  177  178  179  180  181  182  183-184  185  309  319  320

1971
40  189-190  191-192  193-194  195-196  300

1972
29-30  69  70  71  122  123  124  169  187  188 189   201  233  234

1973
8-9  77  117  120-121  145

1974
46  91  147-148  222  223-224  225-226

1975
47  48  49  238  

1976
216-217  218-219  220

1977
1A  1B  2  3  5  64-65  66  157-158  161  162  163  164  166  168  182  183  

1979
112-113  114

1980
57

1982
1-2  3  4  5-6  9  10-11  12-13   14-15  16-17  18-19  20-21

1985
2  3  4  6  7  8  9  10  34-35  36  40  41  43  44  45  46  47  48  54  55  57  68  69  70  75  76  77  104  174

1986
5  6  7   8  9  29-30

1987
10-11  15  16-17





VIDEOS

VA1971/03
Shetland Fiddlers

VA1971/1
Waulking in South Uist

VA1971/2
Hector MacAndrew / Bill Hardie

VA1979/03
Belle & Sheila Stewart

VA1979/04
Hamish Henderson lecture with Belle and Sheila Stewart

VA1979/08  VA1981/08  VA1981/07
Angus Grant / Joe Hutton / Knut and Hauk Ben

VD 03
Faroese and Shetland Dances

� For example HOTBED has digitised 78rpm recordings made in 1910 by J Scott Skinner; Iain Fraser has recorded 7 Niel Gow tunes and John Eaglesham recorded his version of  The Twa Corbies specifically for HOTBED; Brian McNeill has given permission for all tracks on his CD To Answer the Peacock Music for the Scottish Fiddle to be added to the database.
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